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Administration of George W. Bush, 2006 / Sept. 2 

Abizaid, USA, commander, U.S. Central 
Command; and Prime Minister Junichiro 
Koizumi of Japan. 

Message on the Observance of Labor Day 
September 1, 2006 

I send greetings to those celebrating 
Labor Day 2006. 

America is the most innovative Nation 
in the world because our free enterprise 
system unleashes the talent and creativity 
of our people. American workers are vital 
to our Nation’s economic prosperity, and 
they help us confront the competitive chal-
lenges of the global marketplace. 

My Administration remains committed to 
fostering an environment where innovation 
succeeds and opportunity thrives. Since Au-
gust 2003, our economy has created more 
than 5.7 million jobs, and manufacturing 
production has risen 5.6 percent in the last 
year. Our economic expansion is lifting the 
lives of millions of our citizens, and we 

will continue to work toward developing 
sound economic polices that keep our econ-
omy moving forward and create more jobs 
for American workers. 

Each year on Labor Day, we recognize 
the dedicated men and women of our Na-
tion’s workforce. By working hard each day, 
these highly-skilled individuals build better 
lives for themselves and their families and 
make America stronger. 

Laura and I send our best wishes on 
this special occasion. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this message. 

The President’s Radio Address 
September 2, 2006 

Good morning. This week, I spoke to 
the American Legion in Salt Lake City. I 
thanked the military veterans for their life-
time of service to our country. And I gave 
them an update on the war that America 
is now fighting in defense of freedom in 
our time. 

We’re approaching the fifth anniversary 
of the September the 11th attacks, and 
since that day, we have taken the fight to 
the enemy. Yet this war is more than a 
military conflict; it is the decisive ideolog-
ical struggle of the 21st century. On one 
side are those who believe in freedom and 
moderation, the right of all people to speak, 
worship, and live in liberty. On the other 

side are those driven by tyranny and extre-
mism—the right of a self-appointed few to 
impose their fanatical views on all the rest. 
We did not ask for this war, but we’re 
answering history’s call with confidence, 
and we will prevail. 

We are using every element of national 
power to defeat the terrorists. First, we’re 
staying on the offense against the terrorists, 
fighting them overseas so we do not have 
to face them here at home. Second, we 
made it clear to all nations, if you harbor 
terrorists, you’re as guilty as the terrorists; 
you’re an enemy of the United States, and 
you will be held to account. And third, 
we have launched a bold new agenda to 
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